MALMAItiON.
It is impossible to .mistake the intent of all these incertitudes and contradictory measures. As Walter Scott has said: "The members of the Provisional Government, like skilful fishermen, had gradually cast their nets about "Napoleon, and they thought it was time to draw him to hind/11 Let us render Duke Decres the justice to admit thai he made every effort to save the Emperor from captivity. The day he-fore, June 26, he had written to him: u You will notice, Sire, on the list of American vessels, one which is now at Havre. The captain is in my antechamber. His post-chaise is at the door. 1 answer for him. To-morrow you \vill be out of reach of your enemies/" Napoleon had refused this offer. To save himself clandestinely on a merchant vessel seemed to him unworthy of his glory ; and when he saw around him a handful of young military heroes still dreaming of battles and adventures, and believing even at this moment in the possibility of avenging Waterloo, he did not wholly despair of drawing the sword once more.
Wrdnwlay^ June 28. The situation, however, was becoming more and more disquieting. It. was to bo feared, from hour to hour, that Malmaison might be seized by the, enemy. Their cannon could be. heard already on the plain of Saint-Denis: it was the second time, in fifteen months that this disastrous sound bad stupefied and afllieted patriotic, souls. The bridges of Neuilly, Saint-Cloud, and Sevres had been barricaded, and those of Saint-Denis, Bezons, Chatou,